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I’d tell you who I 
really am, but do 
you really care?

Ron Woerner

Cybersecurity Professor, Bellevue University

IT Consultant



How do I get a 

job in 

Cybersecurity?



Blogs & Resources

• Choosing Your Cybersecurity Career 
Path: https://www.peerlyst.com/posts/choosing-your-
cybersecurity-career-path-ron-Woerner

• Breaking into Security Careers -
2018: https://www.peerlyst.com/posts/breaking-into-
security-careers-2018-ron-woerner

• Cybersecurity Careers: Hacking Your Next Job: 
https://www.peerlyst.com/posts/cybersecurity-careers-
hacking-your-next-job-ron-woerner

• Peerlyst Career Wiki - https://www.peerlyst.com/posts/a-
collection-of-links-about-transitioning-into-infosec-or-
starting-an-infosec-career-and-making-it-peerlyst
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Blogs & Resources

• Peerlyst PeerTalk Panel - Career Routes & Diversity: 
https://www.peerlyst.com/posts/peertalk-panel-career-
routes-and-diversity-request-for-questions-rosie-anderson

– Please use this for your questions and comments

• Peerlyst Career Wiki - https://www.peerlyst.com/posts/a-
collection-of-links-about-transitioning-into-infosec-or-
starting-an-infosec-career-and-making-it-peerlyst
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https://www.bls.gov/ooh/computer-and-information-technology/information-security-analysts.htm


Goals

• Landing and keeping a job in cybersecurity

• What’s best for your Cybersecurity career: 
a certification or a degree?

• Strategic (GRC) vs. Tactical (Technical)
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Requirements
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Requirements

Tech Skills

Personal 
Abilities

Functional 
Knowledge
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Getting Experience

• Practice, practice, practice

– Set up your own home lab

– Mentor

– Volunteer

– CTFs 

• Get your foot in the door

– PC Support / Technician

– Help / Service Desk
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Cybersecurity Career Paths

• Strategic
– GRC / Policy

– Management

– IT Audit

• Tactical
– Technical 

– Systems administration, networking, application 
security, security operations, incident response, 
vulnerability management, and penetration testing
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Cybersecurity 
Career Pathway
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Building Knowledge

• Education / Degrees

• Training / Certifications
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Certifications

• ISC2

• ISACA

• SANS

• Offensive Security 

• EC-Council
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Other stuff you need /
Functional Abilities

• Attitude (preferably good)

• Communications (Writing & Speaking)

• Teamwork

• Critical Thinking

• Tenacity
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Hacking Your Career Tips

• Visualize Your Goals – what do you want to be 
when you grow up & why?

• Social Engineer Your Next Boss

• Be Open to Opportunities

• Actively Learn

• Practice, Practice, Practice

• Be a Hacker
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Networking 
(the human kind)
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Blogs & Resources

• Choosing Your Cybersecurity Career 
Path: https://www.peerlyst.com/posts/choosing-
your-cybersecurity-career-path-ron-Woerner

• Breaking into Security Careers -
2018: https://www.peerlyst.com/posts/breaking-
into-security-careers-2018-ron-woerner

• Cybersecurity Careers: Hacking Your Next Job: 
https://www.peerlyst.com/posts/cybersecurity-careers-
hacking-your-next-job-ron-woerner
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Blogs & Resources

• Peerlyst Career Wiki - https://www.peerlyst.com/posts/a-
collection-of-links-about-transitioning-into-infosec-or-
starting-an-infosec-career-and-making-it-peerlyst

• “Breaking into Security,” (podcast), Renee Small and 
Christophe Foulton, 
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/breaking-
into-cybersecurity/id1463136698

• Breaking Into Information Security, (book) 
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Others?
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Solution = Kids
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Ron Woerner, RWX Security Solutions

By working together, 

we all become safer 
and more secure 



Security Groundhog Day 

Ron Woerner
RWX Security Solutions, LLC

Ron.Woerner@rwxsecurity.com

Twitter: @ronw123

Bellevue University

rwoerner@Bellevue.edu


